
“Language of birds” is based on my experiences as a language student and a foreign 
artist in Toronto. After being here for seven months, what most attracts me to Toronto its 
multiculturalism; in particular the different languages that I have heard on the streets and 
the musicality of unrecognizable languages. In a place where its official languages are not 
my own, I have to search for ways to communicate with the world beyond words.

The “Language of birds” is a term used by many cultures throughout history and one that 
links my lack of language with the poetics of an artistic language familiar to me through 
my other projects. I found this expression to be a bridge toward articulating my thoughts 
and experiences into a concrete form to communicate with others.

The “Language of Birds” is the language of the unspoken, mysterious, of secrets or the 
symbolic. Fulcanelli stated that alchemists had to resort to this means of communication 
in order to obscure from one individual what was to be disclosed to the other. San 
Francisco de Asis had the ability to communicate with animals because he understood a 
language beyond mere words and through that he connected himself with the 
environment. Perhaps this is why when my grandmother knew something secret about 
me and I was surprised by her awareness of it she always said to me: “A little bird told 
me.”

Created specifically for the Art Gallery of York University (AGYU), I propose to create an 
installation whereby all the elements in the exhibition space are going to talk in a secret 
language. Each element is symbolic as they represent my experiences living here in 
Toronto. The project has three important elements: 1) Moving projections made with low 
tech (i.e. overhead projectors) and basic resources like in a shadow theatre. The 
projections create a big forest of 15 x 5.5 meters with multiple characters located inside 
it. Each “character” moreover reference elements from different cultures, such as animals 
and people hidden in the forest. 2) A wooden structure which shapes a big wave in front 
of the projection where visitors can sit down, walk over, relax and contemplate the entire 
scope of the exhibition space as well as the other artist’s work (such as Mateo Rivano's 
whale and Maria Isabel Rueda’s 16 mm film projection). 3) Two birdcages that have little 
speakers inside them projecting the sounds of humans simulating singing birds. These 
sounds are human bird-calls that I have been collecting during my time in Toronto. 
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